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COMPLAINT

Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, by and through her attorncys, Michael J. Belsky, Catherine A.
Dickinson, Kellyn T. Wilcox, and Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A., hereby sues
Defendants Jehovah's Witnesses Governing Body (hereinafter referred to as “Govemning Body™),
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses (hereinafter referred to interchangeably as “Kingdom Hall

Congregation” or “the Congregation™), Kingdom Halls, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “Kingdom
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Halls”), Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred to as
“Watchtower PA™), Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc, (hereinafter referred
to as “Watchtower NY™), Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Florida, Inc. (hereinafter referred
to as “Watchtower FL”), and Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses (hereinafter referred
to as “Christian Congregation”), and in support thereof states:

PARTIES. JURISDICTION. AND VENUE

1. Defendant Governing Body is the governing body of the national congregation and
is a business and/or religious entity conducting business in the State of New York, with its world
headquarters at 1 Kings Drive, Tuxedo Park, New York 10987. Upon information and belief,
Governing Body provides directions for Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide and decides all or part of
the actions related to the operation of the organization, including, but not limited to, local
congregations.

2. Defendant Kingdom Hall Congregation is a business and/or religious entity that
regularly conducts business in the State of Maryland, with its principal location at 505 Earls Road,
Baltimore, Maryland 21220 in Baltimore County, Maryland.

3. Defendant Kingdom Halls is a religious corporation organized under the laws of
the State of Maryland, with its principal location at 4002 Ridgewood Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland
21215 in Baltimore City, Maryland. Upon information and belief, Kingdom Halls is a branch
associated with the various Watchtower organizations that provide guidance, support, and/or
direction to local congregations in the State of Maryland.

4. Defendant Watchtower PA is a religious corporation organized under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with its principal offices at 625 Red Mills Road, Wallkill,

New York 12589,
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5. Defendant Watchtower NY is a religious corporation organized under the laws of
the State of New York with its principal offices at 100 Watchtower Drive, Patterson, New York
12563.

6. Defendant Watchtower FL is a religious corporation organized under the laws of
the State of New York, with its principal offices located at 100 Watchtower Drive, Patterson, New
York 12563.

p Defendant Christian Congregation is a religious corporation organized under the
laws of the State of New York, with its principal offices located at 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill,
New York 12589.

8. Plaintiff Jane Doe CH (hereinafter “Plaintiff Doe”), at all times relevant heteto, was
aresident of Harford County, Maryland. Plaintiff currently resides in Baltimore County, Maryland.

9. Personal jurisdiction over Defendants is satisfied in accordance with Sections 6-
102 and 6-103 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the Maryland Annotated Code as
Defendants Kingdom Hall Congregation and Kingdom Halls maintain their principal place of
business in the State of Maryland, and the Court has specific personal jurisdiction over all
Defendants as the conduct herein transpired in the Statc of Maryland.

10, Subject matter jurisdiction in this Honorable Court is provided by Section 1-501 of
the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the Maryland Annotated Code as the counts and
violations of law alleged herein fall within the Court’s common-law and equity powers and there
is no conflicting law limiting this Court’s jurisdiction with respect to them.

11.  Venue in this claim is invoked in Baltimore County where the Defendants carry on

regular business and/or habitually engage in vocation, as well as the location where the alleged
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incidents occurred, pursuant to Sections 6-201 and 6-202 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings

Article of the Maryland Annotated Code.

STATEMENT OF FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS

12.  This is a claim allowed by the Child Victims Act of 2023 because it arises out of
an alleged incident or incidents of sexual abuse that occurred while the victim was a minor. The
claims arise out of negligence and vicarious liability, for which Plaintiff seeks damages. As is
outlined in further detail below, Plaintiff was subjected to a pattern of sexual misconduct by David
Shumaker, Defendants’ actual and/or apparent agent, servant and/or employee.

13.  Asis articulated in further detail below, Plaintiff alleges that sexual offenses, as
defined by Section 5-701 of the Family Law Article of the Maryland Annotated Code, were
committed against her when she was a minor.

The Hierarchical Structure and History of the Jehovah's Witnesses Church

14.  Upon information and belief, the Governing Body provides directions for
Jehovah's Witnesses and local congregations worldwide and decides all or part of the actions
related to the operation of the organization. Upon information and belief, the Governing Body has
a chairman, who is selected based on the annual rotation system of the chairmanship among its
members.

15.  The organizational structure of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is hierarchical, with the
Governing Body as the organizational head of the Jehovah's Witnesses. Upon information and
belief, authority flows downward from the Governing Body to local levels of the organization,
which is made up of local congregations.

16.  Upon information and belief, at all times relevant hereto, the Governing Body,

jointly with Kingdom Halls, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or the
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Christian Congregation (and/or any predecessor or successor entities), were responsible for
establishing all policies, procedures, bylaws and/or protocols for congregations of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in the United States, including, but not limited to, Kingdom Hall Congregation.

17.  Further, upon information and belief, the Governing Body, jointly with Kingdom
Halls, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL. and/or the Christian Congregation
(and/or any predecessor or successor entities), were responsible for establishing the policies,
procedures and/or protocols for appointing and supervising elders and ministerial servants within
the Jehovah’s Witness organization and local congregations, including, but not limited to,
Kingdom Hall Congregation.

18,  Additionally, upon information and belief, the Governing Body, jointly with
Kingdom Halls, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL. and/or the Christian
Congregation (and/or any predecessor or successor entitics), were responsible for participating in
the appointment of elders and ministerial servants, and/or exercising supervision and control over
¢lders and ministerial servants, within the Jehovah’s Witness organization, including, but not
limited to, Kingdom Hall Congregation.

19. At all times relevant hereto, administrators, employees and others who served
various Jehovah’s Witnesses institutions acted as the Governing Body’s actual and/or apparent
agents, servants and/or employees.

20. Upon information and belief, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL
and/or Kingdom Halls are legal entities utilized by Jehovah’s Witnesses to direct, administer and
disseminate policies, procedures and/or protocols and other texts for the religious group, and hold

title to properties.
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21. At all times relevant hereto, administrators, employees and others who served
various Jehovah’s Witnesses institutions acted as the Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY,
Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls’s actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees.

22, Under the supervision and control of the Governing Body, Watchtower PA,
Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls oversee activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses
within the United States and function as businesses by engaging in numerous revenue-producing
activities and soliciting money from their members. Upon information and belief, Defendants
Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls are,
first and foremost, corporate institutions moonlighting as religious organizations, and are primarily
engaged in the real estate and publication industries.

23. Upon information and belief, the Christian Congregation is rtesponsible for
“congregational matters™ and functions as a business by engaging in numerous revenue-producing
activities and soliciting money from its members,

24, At all times relevant hereto, administrators, employees and others who served
various Jehovah’s Witnesses institutions acted as Christian Congregation’s actual and/or apparent
agents, servants and/or employees.

25.  Upon information and belief, currently and at the time of the incidents alleged
herein, Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or
Kingdom Halls are, and were, jointly responsible for governing Jehovah’s Witnesses and
Jehovah’s Witnesses congregations, including, but not limited to, Kingdom Hall Congregation.
Upon information and belief, Defendant’s governance included, but was not limited to: supervising

and controlling all of their actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees located at the
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Kingdom Hall Congregation, including David Shumaker; and the assignment of elders of the
Kingdom Hall Congregation.

26.  Upon information and belief, each congregation, including, but not limited to,
Kingdom Hall Congregation, is under the jurisdiction of a “Circuit Overseer,” a traveling agent of
Watchtower organizations, including, but not limited to, Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower
PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdoms Hall, who is assigned a region of
approximately four (4) states. Upon information and belief, each Circuit Overseer spends his time
traveling from congregation to congregation, appointed as a direct representative of the Governing
Body.

27.  Upon information and belief, at all times relevant hereto, Defendants Governing
Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls, jointly and/or
individually, had ultimate authority and responsibility for training, ordination, placement, transfer
and/or suspension of elders and ministerial servants.

28.  Kingdom Hall Congregation’s business involves the operation of the local
congregation. At all times relevant hereto, Kingdom Hall acted as an actual and/or apparent agent,
servant and/or employee of Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY,
Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls.

29, Upon information and belicf, congregations, including, but not limited to, Kingdom
Hall Congregation, are locally managed by a “Body of Elders,” which is approved by the
Governing Body. Upon information and belief, the Body of Elders is supervised by the Circuit
Overseer. Upon information and belief, elders and/or Circuit Overseers are actual and/or apparent
agents, servants and/or employees of Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower

NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls.
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30. Upon information and belief, elders, including the elders of Kingdom Hall
Congregation, organize weekly church meetings, direct door-to-door preaching activities, select
potential candidates for becoming elders and ministerial servants, handle finances for the
congregation, and form and/or serve on commitices in the organization’s quasi-judicial
proceedings.

31. Upon information and belief, local elders, including, but not limited to, the elders
of Kingdom Hall Congregation, have day-to-day authority over training, ordination, placement,
transfer and/or suspension of all ministerial servants within their congregations. Upon information
and belief, this authority includes the ability to suspend, temporarily or permanently, the title
and/or relationship of ministerial servants with the orgenization. Upon information and belief,
ministerial servants maintain their status at the pleasure of the elders and of the overall Jehovah's
Witnesses organizational structure,

32.  Upon information and belief, at all times relevant hereto, Defendants Governing
Body. Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls wete in a superior
position to receive sensitive information regarding immoral and criminal conduct within the
organization and at local congregations, including, but not limited to, David Shumaker, This
information was not available to members of the public, nor to the Plaintiff.

33.  Upon information and belicf, through their words and deeds, Defendants, directly
and/or by and through their actual and/or apparent agents, seryants and/or employees, explicitly
and implicitly encouraged members of Jehovah’s Witnesses congregations, including, but not
limited to, Plaintiff and her family, to accept each ministerial servant, including, but not limited

to, David Shumaker, as men worthy of being entrusted with children, and to be worthy of the
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responsibility for children’s physical and spiritual safety, thereby inducing children, including, but
not limited to, Plaintiff, to entrust themselves to the company and care of these men.

34,  The intricate and complex structure of the Defendants evidences their intent to
conceal unlawful behavior, especially including their intent to cover up widespread instances of
child abuse. Upon information and belief besides Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA,
Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls, Jehovah’s Witnesses use dozens of legal
entities in various countries, many of which include in their name such terms as “Watch Tower,”
“Watchtower,” or a translation of one of these names. Upon information and belief, the authority
of these legal entities flows downward into local congregations, many of which are also formed as
legal entities.

35. Upon information and belief, Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA,
Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls’s role in this cover-up includes approving
members of congregations for promotions through the ranks of the organization, forming
committees, and/or other personnel managetial tasks within the United States, including, but not
limited to, at Kingdom Hall Congregation.

36.  Upon information and belief Defendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA,
Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL. and/or Kingdom Halls’s role in this cover-up includes
establishing policies, procedures and/or protocols for congregations throughout the world,
including, but not limited to, Kingdom Hall Congregation, and by constantly revising those
policies and procedures to protect known child abusers and corporate assets.

37.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Kingdom Hall Congregation administers
these unlawful directives from Decfendants Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY,

Watchtower FL. and/or Kingdom Halls, including, but not limited to, appointing elders and/or

10
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ministerial servants who are known to be sexual predators, providing seriptural guidance and
corporate policy intended to conceal child sexual abuse, and overseeing construction and financial
structure of the various meeting places, known as “Kingdom Halls,” in an effort to hide corporate
assets.

38.  Upon information and belief, at all times relevant hereto, the policies and
procedures of Defendants dictated that complaints of wrongdoing against a member of the Church
should be brought before and investigated by the elders of the member’s congregation. By
decreeing that the Church is the only forum to which children can raise complaints of child abuse,
Defendants assumed responsibility for protecting children who have been sexually abused.

39.  Upon information and belief, and at the time of the incidents alleged hercin, the
response chain for such complaints starts with a complaint made to any elder, either by the victim
or a member with knowledge of the abuse. Upon information and belief, that elder then forms an
investigation committee of three (3) elders, or contacts other elders to do so, to find out whether
the alleged wrongdoing was witnessed by two (2) people, or whether the wrongdoer is willing to
confess.

40.  Upon information and belief, the “two-witness” policy is an edict from Defendants
Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdoms Hall and is
very strict — even in cases of child molestation if there arc not at least two (2) eyewitnesses to the
abuse and the wrongdoer denies the wrong, the elders will not make a finding of guilt against the
accused.

41.  Upon information and belief, and at the time of the incidents alleged herein, if the
wrongdoer confesses, or the investigative committee determines that there are two (2) witnesses,

the elders of that congregation form a Judicial Committee for a hearing on the charge of
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wrongdoing. Upon information and belief, the elders will issue a punishment following a
determination of guilt, which can range from private admonitions to the ultimate punishment of
disfellowship, which is sometimes called excommunication or “being shunned.” Upon information
and belicf, local congregations also are required to call the legal department of Defendants
Governing Body, Watchtower PA, Watchtower NY, Watchtower FL and/or Kingdom Halls to
report the abuse, and the legal department determines whether to report it to the authorities.

42, A person who is disfellowshipped can seek reinstatement into the congregation by
written request to the elders, which was also true at the time of the incidents alleged herein. Further,
upon information and belief, disfellowshipped congregants can show repentance by continuing to
go to meetings and stating their repentance to elders.

Jane Doe CH

43, From approximately 1979 to 1984, Plaintiff Doc was a Jehovah’s Witness and
member of the Kingdom Hall Congregation. In 1983, Plaintiff Doe was approximately fourteen
(14) years old. At all times material to the abuse, Plaintiff was a prepubescent minor.

44.  Plaintiff Doe was born in 1969. Plaintif’s mother became a member of the
Kingdom Hall Congregation in or around 1979. Plaintiff grew up in a devout Jehovah’s Witness
family.

45.  David Shumaker was a member of the Congregation and held a position as a
ministerial servant in or around 1983. At the time of the incidents alleged herein, David Shumaker
was twenty-one (21) years old - a legal adult and an adult in the eyes of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.

46.  As a member of the congregation, Plaintiff was in regular contact with the

Congregation elders. Upon information and belief, Jehovah’s Witnesses institutions, including
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Defendants, encouraged children like Plaintiff to revere the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization and
its male members from a young age.

47.  Asamember of the Congregation, Plaintiff participated in various organized events
through the Church, which is how she met David Shumaker.

48. In or around 1983, Plaintiff visited the home of David Shumaker to assist with
childcare for Shumaker’s daughter. At all times relevant hereto, Shumaker lived in Middle River,
Maryland, located in Baltimore County.

49.  Upon information and belief, after Shumaker’s daughter was put to bed, Plaintiff
sat on the couch and watched television with Shumaker, during which she fell asleep.

50.  Upon information and belief, Plaintiff was woken up to Shumaker digitally
penetrating her vagina. Plaintiff was frozen with fear and afraid to stop Shumaker, so she pretended
to be asleep. After Shumaker assaulted her, he sat in a chair across the room and stared at Plaintiff
while she pretended to be asleep.

51.  The next day, Plaintiff reported the incident to her mother and stepfather. Upon
information and belicf, Plaintiff’s stepfather was an elder at Kingdom Hall Congregation at the
time and reported the incident to the congregation’s elders.

52.  Upon information and belicf, as a result of the reporting and in accordance with
Defendants’ procedure for these types of complaints, Plaintiff was subjected to a meeting with
several elders to discuss the assault, during which she was asked invasive, accusatory and personal
questions. Upon information and belief, at the time of this inquisition, Plaintiff was alone, scared
and without the assistance of a parent or guardian, Upon information and belief, the committee

also met with Shumaker, who denied the allegations.
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53.  Upon information and belief, nothing was done in response to Plaintiff’s complaint,
and Shumaker continued serving as a ministerial servant at Kingdom Hall Congregation.

54. In or around 1992, Plaintiff was unceremoniously disfellowshipped from the
Jehovah’s Witness Church with no explanation. As a result, her relationship with her mother was
irreparably damaged, and Plaintiff has not been able to have a relationship with her mother.
Other Aceusations and Criminal Charges

55.  Upon information and belief, in or around 2002, three (3) additional female
members of Kingdom Hall Congregation reported David Shumaker to local law enforcement for
incidents that took place between 1974-1983 — prior to the abuse of Plaintiff.

56.  Upon information and belief, the first victim informed local law enforcement that
in or around 1977, Shumaker assaulted her when she was five (5) years old. Upon information and
belief, he fondled her vagina and forced her to touch his genitals, which escalated to him forcing
her to engage in mutual oral sex.

57.  Upon information and belief, the second victim came forward and informed local
law enforcement that Shumaker sexually abused her on numerous occasions from in or around
1977 to 1984, Upon information and belief, the abuse occurred at her grandparents’ house in Upper
Falls, Maryland when she was approximately five (5) to six (6) years old, and also in Shumaker’s
home on Compass Road in Baltimore County. Upon information and belicf, the second victim
would sleep over at Shumaker’s house and Shurr.laker would force her to sleep in the bed with him
and his wife. While they were in bed, Shumaker would sexually assault the second victim while

his wife was asleep. Upon information and belief, Shumaker forced the second victim to engage

in fellatio in a bedroom.
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58. Upon information and belief, the third victim reported that in or around 1983, when
she was twelve (12) years old, she was tubing with her family at The Little Gunpowder off
Philadelphia Road when Shumaker came up behind her and pulled her onto his lap. Upon
information and belief, Shumaker’s penis was erect when he did this. Upon information and belief,
after he pulled the third victim onto his lap, he then pulled her bathing suit bottom aside and
digitally penetrated her. Upon information and belief, Shumaker also repeatedly groped the third
victim while tubing and swimming,

59. Upon information and belief, all of these victims were members of the Jehovah's
Witnesses Church and the Kingdom Hall Congregation, Upon information and belief, the third
victim reported the tubing incident to her parents, who elected to handle the matter “within the
church.” Upon information and belief, no action was taken by any Defendant with respect to
Shumaker prior to his abuse of Plaintiff, nor were the allegations reported to law enforcement,

60.  Upon information and belief, at the time of these incidents, Shumaker’s father was
a longtime member of the Congregation and an Elder. Upon information and belief, one or more
of these victims reported the abuse by Shumaker to the Congregation in the mid-1980s, and the
all-male group of Elders refused to believe them and shunned the victims, but not Shumaker.

61. Upon information and belief, in or around 2002, local law enforcement interviewed
Shumaker, who confessed to the acts reported by the first victim,

62.  As a result of the above reporting, in or around 2002, Defendant Shumaker was
charged in Baltimore County with multiple counts of indecent exposure, perverted practice, sexual
offenses in the first, second, third and fourth degrees, and child abuse, charged for multiple victims.

63.  Upon information and belief, in or around 2002, Shumaker pled guilty to child

sexual abuse,
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64.  Upon information and belief, as a part of the criminal prosecution of Shumaker
efforts were made by the State to procure records of complaints of sexual abuse made against
Shumaker to members of Kingdom Hall Congregation. Upon information and belief, Kingdom
Hall Congregation, in a demonstrated pattern of obstruction by the Jehovah’s Witnesses Church,
did not respond to the Court Order, nor to subpoenas requesting this material.

65.  Upon information and belief, in or around 2002, local newspapers reported on the
allegations against Shumaker and the Jehovah's Witnesses repeated, willful ignorance of child
sexual abuse. As a part of that reporting, David Semonian, a spokesman for the Church, confirmed
that when a member comes forth with allegations of abuse, elders meet with the accuser and the
accused to investigate the complaint. Specifically, Mr. Semonian stated “[w]e do look for some
corroborating evidence™ because “[t]he Bible directs that no single witness should rise up against
any man.”

66.  Mr. Semonian’s statements further confirmed that an individual found guilty of
child molestation is not necessarily immediately shunned, and that dismissal of a member is a last
resort for those who become a danger to the Church, stating “[i]t"s not that we're kicking someone
out [...] [i]t’s an arrangement by God to keep the congregation from harmful influences.™

67.  Upon information and belief, as a part of that reporting, it was further confirmed
that members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses Church who are convicted child abusers are sometimes
still later sent out for door-to-door proselytizing.

68.  The Defendants’ disregard for the known danger of child sexual abuse at their
facilities was a function of both negligence and the Defendants’ recognition that their stature,

reputation, and economic interest would be negatively affected by any public discourse of the
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Defendants” failure to control, supervise, prevent and remove known sexual predators from their
ranks. At best, this is blatant ignorance. At worst, it is nefarious self-interest.

69.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligent conduct of the Defendants and
their actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees, Plaintiff has suffered serious and
severe physical and emotional damages of a permanent and lasting nature.

70.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of
Defendants, and their actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees, Plaintiff has
incurred, and will continue to incur, significant medical, therapy and/or counseling expenses.
Further, Plaintitf has suffered, and will continue to suffer, a loss of earning capacity as a direct and
proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of Defendants and their actual and/or
apparent agents, servants and/or employees. Plaintiff will continue to incur such expenses in the
future that she may become unwilling or unable to pay.

71.  All present and future injuries and economic loss sustained by Plaintiff was a direct
and proximate result of the occurrences described herein and were solely caused by the actions,
inactions and/or breaches in the standard of care by Defendants, without any negligence,
contribution, assumption of the risk, or want of due care on the part of the Plaintiff.

COUNT 1 - NEGLIGENCE
Plaintiff Jane Doe CH v. Defendant Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses

Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, by and through her attorneys, Michael J. Belsky, Catherine A.
Dickinson, Kellyn T. Wilcox, and Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A., hereby sues
Defendant Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, for negligence and incorporates paragraphs 1
through 71 above as if fully set forth herein, and further states as follows:

72.  Defendant Kingdom Hall Congregation, directly and through its actual and/or

apparent agents, servants and/or employees, including, but not limited to, elders and other staff,

17



Case 1:25-cv-02137-BAH  Document 2  Filed 07/02/25 Page 18 of 35

undertook and otherwise owed its members, individuals present on the property, and members of
the public a duty of care commensurate with the law, including, but not limited to, maintaining a
safe environment for its adolescent invitees and to exercise reasonable care to prevent and mitigate
foreseeable harm caused by its actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees. Further,
given Plaintiff’s status as a minor child, Defendant had a duty to exercise and provide heightened
vigilance, supervision and care to her as compared to what would be required for an adult.

73.  Defendant Kingdom Hall Congregation, despite being in a position to comprehend
and appreciate, via actual and/or constructive knowledge, the danger presented by Shumaker, an
actual and/or apparent agent, servant, and/or employee of Defendant Kingdom Hall Congregation,
permitted and even encouraged Shumaker to interact with other young female congregants.

74, At all relevant times, Defendant established and/or enforced numerous policies,
procedures, protocols, rules and/or guidelines ostensibly aimed at preventing child sexual abuse
and addressing such abuse when it occurred. By instituting these measures, Defendant Kingdom
Hall Congregation undertook and assumed a duty to exercise reasonable care toward Plaintiff to
prevent and mitigate foreseeable harm resulting from sexual abuse committed by their actual
and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees.

75.  Defendant Kingdom Hall Congregation had actual and/or constructive knowledge
of Shumaker’s propensity to abuse children, including, but not limited to, complaints against
Shumaker of child sexual abuse and assault. Nonetheless, Defendant did nothing to limit and/or
prevent Shumaker’s interactions with children and, in certain instances, encouraged Shumaker as
an actual and/or apparent agent, servant and/or employee of the Congregation to spend time with

children.
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76.  As a foreseeable result, Shumaker sexually abused Plaintiff and other minor
victims.

77.  Atall times relevant hereto, Shumaker was aided in accomplishing his sexual abuse
of Plaintiff and other children by the existence of his agency relationship with each of the named
Defendants. By virtue of that status, Shumaker was permitted access to Plaintiff and other children
both on and off the property of the Congregation.

78.  Defendant, directly and/or through its actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or
employees, repeatedly and systematically breached the duty of care it owed to its minor members,
specifically Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, through numerous acts and/or omissions, including, but not
limited to:

a. Failing to create and/or enforce policies and/or procedures for individuals to
report assaults and/or abuse;

b. Failing to use reasonable care in supervising its employces, including, but not
limited to, Shumaker, in their interactions, orders, and instructions as it relates
to minor members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses Church;

c¢. Failing to implement reasonable security measures for the protection of minor
members;

d. Failing to properly vet and screen individuals eligible for positions of power
within the Congregation, including, but not limited to, Shumaker, who would
have direct contact with, and supervision of, minor children, including Plaintiff;

e. Failing to monitor employees to reasonably discover any instances of

manipulation, grooming, and emotional and/or physical abuse;
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f. Failing to ensure that supervisors and/or employees had avenues available to
report manipulation, grooming, and emotional and/or physical abuse;

g. Failing to terminate employees who do not conform to policies outlined and
maintained, or who exhibit inappropriate and/or criminal behavior;

h. Hiring, supervising and/or retaining actual and/or apparent agents, servants
and/or employees who had allegations of child sexual abuse;

i. Failing to properly respond to, investigate, and correct complaints regarding
inappropriate behavior within the Jehovah's Witnesses Church and the
Congregation; and:

j.  Acting in an otherwise careless, reckless, and/or negligent manner.

79.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of
Defendant, Plaintiff was caused to suffer serious physical, emotional, and psychological injuries,
including, but not limited to, anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and other
significant injuries, all of which are permanent,

80. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of
Defendant, Plaintiff was caused to pay, or became obligated to pay, great sums of money for care
and treatment of her injuries and will continue to incur such expenses from time to time in the
future and may become unwilling or unable to pay in the future.

8l.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of
Defendant, Plaintiff was prevented, and is prevented, from engaging fully and to the same extent
in her usual activities and pursuits, and has suffered, and will continue to suffer, a substantial loss

of earning capacity.
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82.  Plaintiff asserts that all of her related injuries, past, present, and future, are and will
be a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of Defendant, without any
negligence, contribution, assumption of risk, or want of due care, on the part of Plaintiff.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, by and through her attorneys, Michael J. Belsky,
Catherine A. Dickinson, Kellyn T, Wilcox, and Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A.,
demands judgment against Defendant Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, jointly and severally,
for economic and non-economic damages in excess of the amount of Seventy-Five Thousand

Dollars ($75,000.00) with interests and costs.

COUNT Il - NEGLIGENCE

Plaintiff Jane Doe CH v. Defendants Jehovah's Witnesses Governing Body, Kingdom Halls, Inc.,
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of
New York, Inc., Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Florida, Inc., and Christian
Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, Inc.

Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, by and through her attorneys, Michael J. Belsky, Catherine A.

Dickinson, Kellyn T. Wilcox, and Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A., hereby sues
Defendants Jehovah’s Witnesses Governing Body, Kingdom Halls, Inc., Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of Pennsylvania, Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.,
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Florida, Inc., and Christian Congregation of Jehovah's
Witnesses, Inc., for negligence and incorporates paragraphs 1 through 82 above as if fully set forth
herein, and further states as follows:

83.  Defendants, directly and through their actual and/or apparent agents, servants
and/or employees, including, but not limited to, local congregations, elders and other staff,
undertook and otherwise owed their members, individuals present on their property, and members
of the public a duty of care commensurate with the law, including, but not limited to, maintaining

a safe environment for adolescent invitees and to exercise reasonable care to prevent and mitigate
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foreseeable harm caused by its actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees. Further,
given Plaintiff’s status as a minor child, Defendants had a duty to exercise and provide heightened
vigilance, supervision and care to her as compared to what would be required for an adult.

84.  Defendants, despite being in a position to comprehend and appreciate, via actual
and/or constructive knowledge, the danger presented by Shumaker, an actual and/or apparent
agents, servant, and/or employee of Defendants, permitted and even encouraged Shumaker to
interact with other young female congregants.

85. At all relevant times, Defendants established and/or enforced numerous policies,
procedures, protocols, rules and/or guidelines ostensibly aimed at preventing child sexual abuse
and addressing such abuse when it occurred. By instituting these measures, Defendants undertook
and assumed a duty to exercise reasonable care toward Plaintiff to prevent and mitigate foreseeable
harm resulting from sexual abuse committed by their actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or
employees.

86.  Defendants had actual and/or constructive knowledge of the danger of child sexual
abuse and Shumaker’s propensity to abuse children, including, but not limited to, complaints
against Shumaker of child sexual abuse and assault. Nonetheless, Defendants did nothing to limit
and/or prevent Shumaker’s interactions with children and, in certain instances, encouraged
Shumaker as an actual and/or apparcent agent, servant and/or employee to spend time with children,

87.  As a foresecable result, Shumaker sexually abused Plaintiff and other minor
victims,

88.  Atall times relevant hereto, Shumaker was aided in accomplishing his sexual abuse

of Plaintiff and other children by the existence of his agency relationship with each of the named
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Defendants. By virtue of that status, Shumaker was permitted access to Plaintiff and other children
both on and off the property of the Congregation.

89.  Defendants further had actual and/or constructive knowledge of the investigation
and handling, or lack thereof, of allegations of child sexual abuse within their local congregations,
including, but not limited to, Kingdom Hall Congregation. Despite such knowledge, Defendants
pemmitted repeated complaints of child sexual abuse, including, but not limited to, the allegations
of Plaintifl’ against Shumaker, to be improperly vetted, investigated and iaken seriously.
Defendants also failed to report same to local law enforcement or any authorities. As a direct and
proximate result, and foreseeably, child sexual abuse, despite being reported, was rampant and
unchecked in the Jehovah’s Witnesses Church, including, but not limited to, Kingdom Hall
Congregation, giving child molesters unfetiered access to children with little to no consequences
for abuse.

90.  Defendants, directly and/or through their actual and/or apparent agents, servants
and/or employees, repeatedly and systematically breached the duty of care they owed to their
minor members, specifically Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, through numerous acts and/or omissions,
including, but not limited to:

a. Failing to create and/or enforce policies and/or procedures for individuals to
report assaults and/or abuse;

b. Failing to use reasonable care in supervising its employees, including, but not
limited to, Shumaker, in their interactions, orders, and instructions as it relates
to minor members of the Jehovah's Witnesses Church;

c. Failing to implement reasonable security measures for the protection of minor

members;
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91.

J-

Failing to properly vet and screen individuals eligible for positions of power
within the Congregation, including, but not limited to, Shumaker, who would
have direct contact with, and supervision of, minor children, including Plaintiff;
Failing to monitor employees to reasonably discover any instances of
manipulation, grooming, and emotional and/or physical abuse;

Failing to ensure thal supervisors and/or employees had avenues available to
report manipulation, grooming, and emotional and/or physical abuse;

Failing to terminate employees who do not conform to policies outlined and
maintained, or who exhibited inappropriate and/or criminal behavior;

Hiring, supervising and/or retaining actual and/or apparent agents, servants
and/or employees who had allegations of child sexual abuse;

Failing to properly respond to, investigate, and correct complaints regarding
inappropriate behavior within the Jehovah’'s Witnesses Church and the
Congregation; and:

Acting in an otherwise careless, reckless, and/or negligent manner.

As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of

Defendants, Plaintiff was caused to suffer serious physical, emotional, and psychological injuries,

including, but not limited to, anxiety, depression, post-tranmatic stress disorder, and other

significant injuries, all of which are permanent.

02,

As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of

Defendants, Plaintiff was caused to pay, or became obligated to pay, great sums of money for care

and treatment of her injuries and will continue to incur such expenses from time to time in the

future and may become unwilling or unable to pay in the future,
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93. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of
Defendants, Plaintiff was prevented, and is prevented, from engaging fully and to the same extent
in her usual activities and pursuits, and has suffered, and will continue to suffer, a substantial loss
of earning capacity.

94.  Plaintiff asserts that all of her related injuries, past, present, and future, are and will
be a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of Defendants, without any
negligence, contribution, assumption of risk, or want of due care, on the part of Plaintiff.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jane Doe CIi, by and through her attorneys, Michael J. Belsky,
Catherine A. Dickinson, Kellyn T. Wilcox, and Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A.,
demands judgment against Defendants Jehovah's Witnesses Governing Body, Kingdom Halls,
Inc., Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
of New York, Inc., Watchtower Bible and Tract Socicty of Florida, Inc.,, and Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Inc., jointly and severally, for economic and non-economic
damages in excess of the amount of Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00) with interests

and costs,

COUNT 11 - NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION, MONITORING, TRAINING AND RETENTION

Plaintiff Jane Doe CH v. Defendants Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, Jehovah'’s Witnesses
Governing Body, Kingdom Halls, Inc., Walchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania,
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of
Florida, Inc., and Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Inc.

Plaintiff’ Jane Doe CH, by and through her attorneys, Michael I. Belsky, Catherine A.
Dickinson, Kellyn T. Wilcox, and Schlachman, Belsky, Weiner & Davey, P.A., hereby sues
Defendants Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jehovah’s Witnesses Govemning Body,
Kingdom Halls, Inc., Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, Watchtower Bible and

Tract Society of New York, Inc., Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Florida, Inc., and
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Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Inc., for negligent supervision, monitoring,
training and retention, and incorporates paragraphs 1 through 94 above as if fully set forth herein,
and further states as follows:

95.  Supervision of actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or employees within
these Defendants” control was, and is, a mandatory and unqualified duty.

96.  Defendants, directly by and through their actual and/or apparent agents, servants
and/or employees, each had a duty to engage in reasonable supervision, monitoring, training and
retention for any employees who interacted with children, as well as any who fielded, investigated,
vetted and/or reported instances of child abuse.

97. Defendants were intimately familiar with, and had actual and/or constructive notice
of, men with positions of power within the Jehovah’s Witnesses Church, including, but not limited
to, publishers, elders, teachers, ministerial servants, and other actual and/or apparent agents,
servants, and/or employees of the Defendants, molesting children within all levels of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses organization. Further, Defendants had actual and/or constructive notice of the failures
within their organization to properly investigate these claims, take action to protect children and
other members, and report these incidents to law enforcement.

98.  Prior to Plaintiff’s exposure to Shumaker, and during the period in which Plaintiff
was sexually abused by Shumaker, the Defendants® policies, created for the sake of their own
reputations and the reputation of the Church, were that the actions of known child predators were
to remain hidden from public knowledge, not to be reported to law enforcement, prosecutors,
and/or child welfare authorities.

99.  Defendants, by and through their actual and/or apparent agents, servants and/or

employees, knew or should have reasonably known, of Shumaker's propensity for child sexual
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abuse, that Shumaker perpetrated sexual acts against Plaintiff and other children, and that he was
capable of committing further sexual acts against Plaintiff and/or other children.

100.  Despite all of this knowledge, Defendants failed to properly observe, supervise, and
monitor areas and individuals where it was known, knowable and/or foreseeable that young
children could be victims of sexual abuse without proper supervision.

101. Defendants, directly and/or by and through their actual and/or apparent agents,
servants, and/or employecs, repeatedly and systematically breached the duty of care they owed
their minor children members, specifically Plaintiff Jane Doe CH, through numerous acts and/or
omissions, including, but not limited to:

a. Failing to create and/or enforce policies and/or procedures for individuals to
report assaults and/or abuse;

b. Failing to use reasonable care in supervising its employees, including, but not
limited to, Shumaker, in their interactions, orders, and instructions as it relates
to minor members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses Church;

c. Failing to implement reasonable security measures for the protection of minor
members;

d. Failing to properly vet and screen individuals eligible for positions of power
within the Congregation, including, but not limited to, Shumaker, who would
have direct contact with, and supervision of, minor children, including Plaintiff;

e. Failing to monitor employees to reasonably discover any instances of
manipulation, grooming, and emotional and/or physical abuse;

[ Failing to ensure that supervisors and/or employees had avenues available to

report manipulation, grooming, and emotional and/or physical abuse;
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