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James Rowland

A No. There was about 40 elders in the
group, sone new ones, sone old ones. And |I can't
even renenber who the instructor was. He m ght
have been from New Yor k.

Q Okay. Soneone you hadn't seen before.

A Yeah, he was just here to teach that cl ass
and then go back to New York or whatever.

Q And in addition to the Bible, were they
usi ng ot her books as part of your training?

A. Yeah. Yeah, with the -- |ike, the
t eachi ng book, you know, |ike, one of the
publications is to becone a better teacher, you
know, and - -

Q Let ne show you a docunent. This is
call ed "Kingdom M ni stry School Course."

A Yeah.

Q And it's Bates WIPA 1 is the first page of
t hi s docunent. It's the docunent that was given to

us by WIPA, the Pennsyl vani a cor porati on.

A. Yeah.

Q And you' |l see there -- can you read that
okay?

A. Yeah.

Q It's dated Oct ober 19727

A. Uh- huh. Yeah, that's the thing that --
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James Rowland

that's the publication that was used.

Q For the training as an elder?
A Yeah.
Q Can | go back to that cover page for a

second? So "Watch Tower Bible and Tract Soci ety of
Pennsyl vani a, 1972," does that | ook |ike the
docunent that nmaybe you saw when you were being
trained in 19757?

A. Yeah. Yeah, it's a book about like this
(indicating). It's ared -- it's -- what do they
call them now? A real deep red, burgundy al npst.

Q And you were using your hands to descri be
a very big book, thick?

A About |i ke that.

Q Yeah.

A And that was the Kingdom M nistry School .

Q How nmuch tinme did you spend at that

training in Billings? Do you renenber?
A I think it was a nonth. It m ght have
been -- it m ght have been two weeks. But it was a

nunber of days invol ved.
Q Ckay. So fairly extensive, then.
A. Yeah.
Q And did you stay in Billings or did you

dri ve back and forth?
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James Rowland

1 A I had to stay in Billings.

2 Q And did they pay for that for you?

3 A No.

4 Q You had to pay for it on your own?

5 A Yeah.

6 Q Ckay. Let's nmaybe mark -- can we mark
7 this and keep it in the binder as No. 27

8 (Deposition Exhibit No. 2 was narked for
9 identification.)

10 BY MR SHAFFER

11 Q We'll conme back to that docunent | ater,
12 all right?

13 A. Ckay.

14 Q Did the other elders fromthe Hardin

15 Congregation cone with you for that training in
16 1975, or --

17 A No. They had been through that | guess
18| the year before. And being that | was new at the
19| job, so to speak, they invest the tine and effort
20 into this so you're a better teacher and a better
21 over seer.

22 Q When you say that, you nmean the people
23| from New York who are doing the training in

24 Billings?

25 A. Yeah.
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James Rowland

Q Ckay. And do you recall, were there other
books besides this Kingdom M nistry School Course

book that they used to help train you? Wre

there --
A Well, they used the Bible, of course, all
the tinme. But | think there was enough in there to

keep you busy. And that's why, you know, | refer
to that, and | still renenber it.

Q Yeah. And so describe to ne what your
days were like in Billings during that training.

A. It was just a training, period, and not
much of anything el se.

Q Was everybody in the same roon?

A Yeah. It was in one of the Kingdom Halls.
| can't renenber.

Q And is there soneone at the front of the
roomtal king to everybody el se?

A Yeah, uh-huh. Yeah. Lecture series, you
know, | ecture style.

Q And everybody's got their own copy of the
book?

A Uh- huh.

Thi s Ki ngdom M ni stry School Course book?

Q
A. Yeah, plus their own not ebook.
Q

And are you just going through it, working 70
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James Rowland

your way through it day by day?

A Yeah. And there was, you know, |like a | ot
of questions on it, and --

Q So you just raise your hand if you have a
questi on?

A Yeah. And it was a fairly good teaching
event, | earning.

Q Ckay. Was it helpful to you in helping --

A. It was, yeah.

Q And tell me how. Tell me how it hel ped
you.

A. Well, you know, you have questions as to,
you know, the responsibility you have in talking to
peopl e, and what happens if you're rejected or
physically assaulted or whatever, you know, how to

handl e situations |ike that, and just all Kkinds of

stuff that hel ped you as a mnister, | guess.
Q And so as an exanple, right, if soneone
cane to you as an el der and said, "Yeah, | was

physically assaulted,” right, "Somebody punched ne
in the face. M. Row and, Brother Row and,
so-and-so punched ne in the face. Wat do | do,"
woul d your training in Billings and your reference
of this Kingdom M ni stry School Course, would that

have hel ped you understand how to help that person?
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James Rowland

1 A Uh- huh.

2 Q That was a "yes"?

3 A Uh- huh.

4 Q "Yes"?

S A Yes.

6 MR, TAYLOR (Object to the form

7 BY MR SHAFFER

8 Q And that's how -- that training in

9 Billings and this book here, this Exhibit 2, that
10 i nformed you on how to work as an el der and how to
11| comunicate with the other nenbers of the

12 congregation and help them is that right?

13 A Yes.

14 Q And woul d you reference back to this book,

15 this Exhibit No. 2, while you were working as an
16 elder? Wuld you look at it fromtine to tine?

17 A Yeah, any of the publications, you know,
18 to -- sonething specific that you don't know

19 exactly how to handle, you go in here and under

20| that title or that subject area, and it was very

21 hel pf ul .
22 Q Ckay. So just going back to kind of your
23 evolution -- I"'mgoing to call it your evolution as

24| a nmenber of the church, in 1969, you' re baptized,

25| you're a book study conductor.
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