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Tracy Caekaert

IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF MONTANA
Bl LLI NGS DI VI SI ON

TRACY CAEKAERT and
CAM LLI A MAPLEY,

Plaintiffs, Case No. CV-20-00052-SPWTJC

VS.

WATCHTONER Bl BLE AND TRACT
SOCI ETY OF NEW YORK, | NC.,
WATCH TOVWER Bl BLE AND
TRACT SOCI ETY OF
PENNSYLVANI A, and BRUCE
MAPLEY SR,

Def endant s.

VWATCHTONER BI BLE AND TRACT
SOCI ETY OF NEW YORK, | NC.,
and WATCH TOWNER BI BLE AND
TRACT SOCI ETY OF
PENNSYLVANI A,
Cross-Cl ai nant s,
VsS.
BRUCE MAPLEY SR.,

Cr oss- Def endant .
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Tracy Caekaert

VI DEOCONFERENCE/ VI DEOTAPED DEPGCSI Tl ON
UPON ORAL EXAM NATI ON OF
TRACY CAEKAERT

BE | T REMEMBERED, that the

vi deoconf er ence/ vi deot aped depositi on upon oral
exam nati on of Tracy Caekaert, appearing at the

i nstance of the Defendant Watch Tower Bi ble and
Tract Society of Pennsyl vania, was taken at 211
North Hi ggins, Suite 303, M ssoula, Mntana, on
Fri day, February 9, 2023, beginning at the hour of
9:11 a.m, pursuant to the Federal Rules of Cvil
Procedure, before Mary R Sullivan, Registered
Merit Reporter, Certified Realtine Reporter, and

Not ary Publ i c.
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Tracy Caekaert
1 A I " m di sfell owshi pped.
2 Q Anyt hi ng el se?
3 A No.
4 Q Did you ever talk to Shirley about the
5 sexual abuse that you're all egi ng agai nst
6 Bruce, Sr.?
7 A Yes.
8 Q VWhen?
9 A After it happened --
10 Q Can you --
11 A -- with Gunner.
12 Q After it happened with Gunner. [|s that
13| what you sai d?
14 A Mnhmm  That's the first that | was nmade

15 to tell her what had happened.

16 Q Ckay. How ol d were you?

17 A Ten. N ne. Sonewhere between ni ne and
18 ten.

19 Q And who made you tell her?

20 A. Bruce Mapl ey, Sr.

21 Q We'll talk about that nore here in a

22 m nute, but other than that instance when you were
23| ten or so, have you talked to Shirley about these
24| allegations at any other tine?

25 A No.
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Tracy Caekaert

Q And when you were ten and you told her,
did you tell her about both Bruce, Sr. and Gunner?

A No, | was only made to tell her about
Qunner .

Q And at that sane tine did Cam also tel
her ?

A. No.

Q Why did Bruce, Sr. nmake you tell Shirley
about the -- Qunner?

MR, SHAFFER: (bject to form

A. The ni ght that Gunner sexually nol ested
me, not long after that, he called Bruce, Sr. to
tell himwhat he had just done to ne. M/ father
cane and picked nme up fromthe honme, Gunner Hain's
hone, and in the car ny father asked ne if Gunner
had done sonething to nme, and he nmade ne tell him
what Gunner had done to ne.
BY MR SWEENEY:

Q And that was imediately after it was
done?

A. Wthin a few hours.

Q And then in relation to that, when did you
tell Shirley?

A. My father nade nme repeat the story all

the way fromHardin to Fort Smth, took ne up in
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Tracy Caekaert

Q Approxi mately seven years ol d?

A Yeah.

Q Gkay. And so when did the sexual abuse by
Bruce start? How old were you?

A | was very young. | was probably
sonewhere around the age of five.

Q And where were you living at that tinme?

A. | recall -- My nmenory is | recall it

happeni ng in M chi gan.

Q So it occurred before you were back to
Mont ana.

A Yes.

Q And conti nued to occur after you noved

back to Mont ana.

A Yes.

Q Is that true for Cam as well, do you
know?

A Yes.

Q Have you spoken to Cam about that?

A. VWll, it happened with us together, so we
al ready know about that. As far as tal ki ng about
it, I -- I'"msure that we have, yes.

Q Ckay. Before you noved back to Montana,
where did the abuse occur? Was it in a honeg,

sonepl ace el se?
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Tracy Caekaert
A Wth ne it was in ny hone. It was
also -- He would take ne to ot her people's hones

when they were not hone and sexually nolest nme in
ot her peopl e's hones.

Q He woul d take you to just vacant houses
and nol est you there?

A I"massum ng that they were peopl e he was
friends with and had access to their hone.

Q Ckay.

A. | can't say. | don't know.

Q At that point before you noved back to
Mont ana, what did the sexual abuse consist of?

A. Gratifying himthrough oral sex, him
| ubing up ny legs with Vaseli ne and nmaki ng ne
cross ny legs really tight and pl acing his penis

close to ny vagina and notioning in a sexual

manner to gratify hinself. Fondl i ng or groping ny
genitals, making nme kiss himas | was a -- like a
| over. Just touching, fondling, groping, and just

gratifying himin any way that gave hi m sexual

pl easur e.

Q Before -- At that tine before you noved
back to Montana, did -- how often would this
happen?

A. Every tinme ny nom woul d | eave t he house.
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Tracy Caekaert

Q Was that weekly, daily? Can you give ne
an i dea of how often?

A I understand she was on a bow i ng | eague,
so it could be several tines a week.

Q D d anybody ever witness this? And I'm
t al ki ng about the period before you noved to
Mont ana.

A No.

Q The conpl ai nt says that you or your famly
joined the Hardin congregation in 1973. Is 1973
al so the year your famly noved back to Montana?

A. I renmenber that | was hal fway through ny
third grade year when we noved to -- to
Fort Smth.

Q Ckay. How long had your famly lived in
Mont ana before they joined the Hardi n congregati on?

A I was pretty young. | wouldn't be able
to really give you an accurate answer on that.

Q This abuse fromBruce, did it continue
after you noved back to Mont ana?

A Yes.

Q And was the -- was it the sane type of
abuse or anything --

A Yes.

Q -- different?
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Tracy Caekaert

When did the abuse from Bruce, Sr. stop?

A I was 17 years old -- and about four or
five nonths old when | finally stood up to him
when he tried to grope ne, and | stood up and |
said, "You wll never touch ne again."

Q Just so I'"'mclear, you' re saying you were
17 and four or five nonths ol d?

A. Mm hnmm

Q During that tine between when you were
five and when you were 17 -- |I'Ill just say 17 and a
half, I know it was |less than that, but 17 and a
half, did -- was the abuse always the sane or did
it change throughout the years?

A I would say that there was tines it was
different for -- Are you asking for an instance?
VWhat are you asking for?

Q " mjust asking, you -- you described in
detail what the abuse consisted of before you noved
back to Montana. |I'mcurious if that changed at
all after you noved back to Montana or if it was
t he sane.

A. It was basically the sane, and there was
a |l ot of groping, touching, using ne to gratify
hi nsel f.

Q Tal ki ng about when you're now i n Mont ana

87

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 320-22 Filed 02/06/24 Page 10 of 13

Tracy Caekaert

Q Okay. So let's walk through this so |
understand how this works tineline. D d all of
this happen in the sane afternoon, that you told
Shirl ey about Gunner and that Bruce confessed about

what he did to you?

A My best recollection is yes.

Q OCkay. And it started out -- correct ne if
I'"'mwong -- but it started out with you and
Shirley and Bruce, Sr. in a room and you telling

Shirl ey about what Gunner had done to you.
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And then what happened after that
that led to Bruce, Sr. confessing what he had done?
A I don't know what initiated himto then
confess that to nmy nother. | have no i dea what
-- 1 don't really know what spurred that on.

Q You were in the room when he confessed
that to your nother?

A Yes.

Q And how did Cam and Bruce, Jr. end up in
t he roonf

A. I don't know. He brought us all into the
room

Q Ckay. Wihat did Bruce, Sr. say to your

not her ?
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Tracy Caekaert
A He -- He was crying. He put his
hands -- his head into his hands, and he had huge
tears dropping, and he just said, "l've been

nol esting Tracy for years."

Q Ckay. Did he say the sane thing about
your sister Cam ?

A Not that | recall of.

Q Ckay. And what was your nother's
reacti on?

A. My not her had a very stern | ook on her
face. You know, it's kind of hard as a kid to be
able to tell you exactly how | renenber ny nother,
but | renmenber when | told her about what Gunner
had done. | don't think I renmenber | ooking at ny
nom when Bruce was confessing because | was so
f ocused on these huge tears that were com ng out
of ny father, 1'd never seen ny father cry, but
when | had to tell Shirley about Gunner, her face
| ooked -- | don't have a better termthan to say
maybe grief stricken or shocked. She never said
anyt hi ng, but her face was -- you could tell she
was not -- she was unhappy.

Q Did -- Did Shirley say anythi ng?

A No.

Q How | ong did this neeting last, this
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Tracy Caekaert
Q Were you still living at the hone at that
poi nt ?
A Yes.
Q How | ong did his abuse of Cam conti nue,

do you know?

A No. That | don't know.

Q O her than the one tinme Bruce broke down
crying telling the famly that he had nol ested you,
did he ever -- were you ever present when he told
the famly that again?

A No.

Q Did Bruce ever confess that he nol ested
you to anybody el se?

MR SHAFFER: bject to form
A That - -
MR SHAFFER: Foundati on.
A That | woul dn't know.
BY MR SWEENEY:
Q Not hi ng that you were a part of?

A. Nothing | was a part of. Wll, you know,

that's -- Well, the thing is | don't know. Al |
know i s what happened afterwards. ' Cause

he -- fromwhat | understand, he openly confessed
to -- to the el ders.

Q Were you present when that happened?
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Tracy Caekaert

A No, that's what | think I'"'mtrying to say
Is, no, I wasn't present at that.

Q Where do you get that understandi ng?

A Not | ong after it happened Martin Svenson
got up on the podiumat the end of the neeting and
made an announcenent to the congregation that
GQunner was bei ng renoved -- he was bei ng put on
public reproof, and he was being renpved as a
m ni sterial servant.

After the neeting, | was in the back of
the Kingdom Hall, and Gunner's w fe, Joyce Hain,
cornered ne, stuck her finger in ny face, and told
me "This is all your fault.” She had her teeth
gritting, and she said, "It's all your fault, and
I want you to stay away fromne and ny famly."

And then at that point, that | knew that
t he el ders knew because these nen told them

Q Do you renenber who the elders were at

that tine?

A Yes.

Q Who were they?

A. Harol d R nby and Martin Svenson.
Q I's Joyce Hain deceased?

A Yes.

Q Was your -- your father ever
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