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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF MONTANA
Bl LLI NGS DI VI SI ON

TRACY CAEKAERT, and Case No.
CAM LLI A MAPLEY, Cv-20-52- BLG SPW

Plaintiffs,
VS.
WATCHTOWER BI BLE AND
TRACT SOCI ETY OF
NEW YORK, INC., et al,

Def endant s,

ARl ANE ROANLAND, and DEPGOSI TI ON UPON ORAL
JAM E SCHULZE, EXAM NATI ON OF CARLA
(HAI N) KLESSENS
Pl aintiff,
VS.
WATCHTOWNER BI BLE AND Case No.
TRACT SOCI ETY OF CV- 20- 59- BLG SPW

NEW YORK, INC., et al,
Def endant s.

BE | T REMEMBERED, that the deposition upon
oral exam nation of CARLA (HAI N) KLESSENS,
appearing at the instance of the Plaintiffs, was
taken at the offices of Fisher Court Reporting,
2711 1st Avenue North, Billings, Mntana, on
Thur sday, January 11, 2024, begi nning at the hour
of 9:05 a.m, pursuant to the Federal Rul es of
G vil Procedure, before Barbara J. MLean,

Regi stered Merit Reporter, Certified Realtine
Reporter, and Notary Public.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

Q And what about, do you know Jam e and
Ari ane Row and?

A I do. W spent tine with themtoo. Their
br ot her had cancer. He died when he was 16, Jereny
di d. It was -- they were all like famly, you
know.

My nmom t aught us ki ds how to dance, and we
woul d nove furniture in the house, and she just
tried to always have things for us kids to do, keep
us busy. So, | don't know, they were like famly.
At least that's the way | saw t hem

Q Did you ever hear any accusati ons of abuse
i nvol ving Jam e or Ariane?

A | didn't.

Q Did you ever |l earn of any sexual abuse

I nvol vi ng Gunnar Hain of chil dren?

A. Yes.
Q And how did you cone to |learn of that?
A. Because | was one of them

Q Do you know when Gunnar Hain started
abusi ng you?

A. Sonewher e between the tine he and ny nom
got nmarried and when | was four, | told ny nom I
was sitting on her lap, learning to tie a bow, and

told her that -- what he was doing. They called
11
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

the Elders. Went fromthere.

Q Ckay. 1'mgoing to kind of just unpack
that in little pieces if that's okay.

A Go ahead.

Q Ckay. So you renenber telling your nom
t hat Gunnar Hai n was sexual |y abusi ng you when you

wer e about four years ol d?

A. Yeah.

Q That woul d nake that 19 --

A ' 76.

Q -- ' 76.

A. Yeah.

Q And you said you were learning to tie a
bow. Can you tell nme why that sticks out to you?

A Because | was sitting on her |ap, and we
were talking, and |I told her. Because Gunnar got

upset when | told her, because of course she was

upset, and it was one of those -- there was a good
fight because of it, and he went and stayed with
Martin and MIlie Svensen. Mmtal ked to the
El ders. Q@unnar was an El der at that point the best
that | can renenber.

They made himbe a mnisterial servant,

and he stayed gone for a couple weeks, | think.

They told ny nom she couldn't divorce him
12
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

He swore he woul dn't touch us kids again,
because | didn't know he was touching ny sister.
He said he wasn't going to touch us no nore. And
in order to get ne to be quiet, he started killing
nmy ani nal s.

Q OGkay. There's a lot in there, and so I'm
going to just keep asking questions if that's okay
and kind of try and unpack all of that.

So | heard you say that Gunnar |eft the
house after you let your nom know t hat he was
sexual | y abusi ng you?

A. Yeah, she wanted hi mout of the house away
fromus girls.

Q Who all was still living in the house at
t hat poi nt?

A Al'l three of us girls were living there
wth nom No, it would have been just ne and
Rhonda. Jol ene wasn't born yet.

Q Gkay. And ny understandi ng from what
you' ve just said is that you told your nom and
your nomeither called the Elders or went to the
El ders?

A. Yeah, she called them They cane over to
t he house.

Q Ckay.

13
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

A I renenber them com ng there, because like

| said, Gunnar was not happy. He was very upset

wWth ne.

Q Do you renenber what El ders cane to the
house?

A Martin, Harold Rinby -- | don't renenber

who el se was there at that tinme.

Q Ckay. And Martin --

A. Martin and Harold were the ones that ny
nmom usual ly call ed when there were i ssues or when
there was things going on. That was just who she
went to.

Q Ckay. And is that Martin Svensen?

A Yeah.

Q Gkay. And | al so heard you say that
they -- it sounds like -- did your nom want a
di vorce?

A Yeah, she want ed hi m gone. They told her
that she couldn't divorce him Qunnar was blind,
so it was kind of |ike they played -- you know,
he -- they played on her as far as |'m concer ned.
But, yeah, he went and stayed with the Svensens for
a while. Mmdidn't talk to himfor a coupl e days.
W still went to neetings and everything, but --

Q And when you say they told your nom t hat

14
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

she could not get a divorce from Gunnar, do you
nmean the Elders that cane to your house?

A Yeah.

Q Do you have an understandi ng as to why
they woul dn't all ow your nother to get a divorce?

A Part of nme thinks that they didn't believe
anyt hi ng was goi ng on. Part of ne thinks that they
just wanted to make light of it, like it wasn't a
big deal, like -- like it should have been
sonet hi ng that everybody could get over and brush
it away and it would go away.

Q Do you know if there was any sort of
i nvestigati on done? Was there a judici al

commi ttee?

A I know they nmet with Gunnar a coupl e
tines. He had just becane an Elder. They had j ust
made himan Elder. They nade the announcenent at

nmeeting that he was going to be a mnisteri al
servant agai n.

I know there was a ot -- he would go over
and neet with the Elders whether it was at the
Ki ngdom Hall or they would go to Martin's. W
weren't there for it, but |I know he had a couple
meetings that he had to go to, because even when he

cane hone, he still had to go, |like, do a Bible

15
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

study with them

Q So it sounds |ike Gunnar held sone sort of

position, and after you reported to your nother,
who then reported it to the El ders, he was renoved
fromthat position?

A Correct.

Q And t hey nade sone sort of announcenent
wi thin the congregation?

A. Yeah.

Q Do you renenber if they specified why he
was bei ng renoved?

A. I don't.

Q How | ong did Gunnar stay out of the house
after you told your nother that he was sexually
abusi ng you?

A Maybe two or three weeks. Probably nore
so, because it was an i nconveni ence for everybody
else to have to take care of himor help himwould
be ny opi ni on.

Q | also heard you say that Gunnar killed
sone of your aninmal s?

A. Ch, yeah.

Q Can you tell ne about that?

A. My kitten, he killed and put it in ny

pl ayhouse. Told ne that | didn't need to be

16
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