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T H E  PURPOSE OF *TH E W A T C H T O W E R ”
E very w atch tow er has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a 

w ide-aw ake person w ith  sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into  
the distance and tell those below  for w hom  he is a w atchm an w h a t is 
draw ing near, w hether it is a danger against w hich  to prepare or it is 
som ething good over w hich  to be glad w ith  strong faith and hope.

Because o f  having the name "The W atch tow er״ this magazine justly  
has to render a sim ilar useful service to the people o f  all nations. T his is 
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for w e  are all 
facing a com m on w orld  danger; w e  are all hoping for a com m on good.

Ever since **The W atch tow er” began to be published in J u ly  o f  18 7 9  it 
has looked ahead into the future, alw ays striving to aid its readers to ad- 
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture o f  the glorious n ew  order 
o f  things that is in store for righteous mankind. N o , **The W a tch  tow er” 
is no inspired prophet, but it follow s and explains a Book o f  prophecy the 
predictions in w hich  have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now . 
"The W a tch to w er” is therefore under safe guidance. It m ay be read w ith  
confidence, for its statem ents m ay be checked against that prophetic Book.

A m ong the m any nations o f  today there are hundreds o f  differing 
religions. W h ich  one does this magazine present? N o t  the confused religions 
o f  Christendom , but the religion o f  the oldest sacred Book on earth. W hich  
Book? T he Sacred Bible o f  the H o ly  Scriptures, w ritten  by inspiration in  
the name o f  the C reator o f  heaven and earth, the on ly  living and true God.

T he sacred, nonpolitical purpose o f  **The W atch tow er” is accordingly  
to encourage and prom ote study o f  the H o ly  Bible and to give our m any  
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book o f  true 
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine w ill be helping them  
to  prove w o rth y  o f  perfect life and happiness in G od’s promised n ew  order 
under H is everlasting kingdom o f  righteousness.
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B rooklyn , N .Y .

hours of his secular work he is able to 
take the lead in midweek witnessing. When 
his wife went away for a few weeks he 
had not begun studying. When she re- 
turned he was already a dedicated Chris- 
tian minister of God, and waiting to be 
baptized. It was almost too much for her, 
but it was not many studies before she was 
telling her relatives about the wonderful 
things she had been learning from the 
Bible. Yes, what marvelous blessings can 
come from incidental witnessing!

So, if you are a Christian minister, take 
your ministry seriously. Try to reach all 
those who are not at home when you first 
call while going from house to house with 
the good news. Make return visits wher- 
ever persons show interest in God’s pur- 
poses. And do not overlook the many 
opportunities for incidental witnessing. Re- 
member, he that sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.—2 Cor. 9:6.

with his lips.” A person can be enticed with his 
lips just as with his eyes or hands in that any 
of these organs can allow him to be tempted 
and drawn into evil ways. (Matt. 5:27-29) One 
enticed with his lips is led astray into trouble 
because his mouth is open in speaking what- 
ever he hears. He has no protection, for he 
does not control his speech. King David ob- 
served: “I will guard my ways to keep from 
sinning with my tongue. I will set a muzzle as a 
guard to my own mouth.” (Ps. 39:1) The person 
that “is enticed with his lips” is just the opp0· 
site; he seldom keeps anything confidential. 
Proverbs 20:19 counsels, “You must have no 
fellowship” with him, for he can cause you 
just as much trouble as a slanderer.

There are actually two aspects of this topic 
of confidential matters. The latter half of Prov- 
erbs 20:19 focuses on one of them. The advice 
basically is to be careful as to the one to whom 
you entrust confidential matters. Sometimes a 
person has certain private information or plans 
that he does not want made public at present. 
Perhaps he tells these to an acquaintance, ex-

222
gregational meetings during the following 
week, even taking part in them.

The next Sunday it was much the same 
—meetings and luncheon, followed by a 
study in the book The Truth That Leads 
to Eternal Life from 2 to 11:30. That 
Wednesday they completed the study in 
the Truth book, upon which he asked, 
“What prevents me from getting bap- 
tized?” It was suggested that he get in 
touch with the congregation overseer, 
which he did. He soon completed reading 
the books ״ Your Word Is a Lamp to My 
Foot” and Life Everlasting—in Freedom 
of the Sons of God. Within three weeks 
from when he began the study in the 
Truth book—not six months—he was bap- 
tized!

The person continues as a zealous Chris- 
tian witness of Jehovah, averages from 
forty to sixty hours a month, mostly in 
door-to-door preaching. Because of the

•  What is the meaning of Proverbs 20:19, and 
how does this apply to a Christian’s keeping 
certain matters confidential?—E. M., U.S.A.

The verse in question reads: “He that is going 
about as a slanderer is uncovering confidential 
talk; and with one that is enticed with his lips 
you must have no fellowship.” The first part is 
quite plain. A slanderer is a person who inten- 
tionally spreads harmful talk designed to put 
someone in a bad light. Often to accomplish 
this he deliberately makes public and distorts 
things that were supposed to be kept confiden- 
tial.

The second portion of the text is somewhat 
parallel, but it deals with “one that is enticed
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gregational meetings during the following 
week, even taking part in them. 

The next Sunday it was much the same 
-meetings and luncheon, followed by a 
study in the book The Truth That Leads 
to Eternal, Life from 2 to 11:30. 'That 
Wednesday they completed the study in 
the Truth book, upon which he asked, 
"What prevents me from getting bap
tized ?" It was suggested that he get in 
touch with the congregation overseer, 
which he did. He soon completed reading 
the books ''Your Word Is a Lamp to My 
Foot!' and Life Everlasting-in Freedom 
of the Sons of God. Within three weeks 
from when he began the study in the 
Truth book-not six months-he was bap
tized! 

The person continues as a zealous Chris
tian witness of Jehovah, averages from 
forty to sixty hours a month, mostly in 
door-to-door preaching. Because of the 

hours of his secular work he is able to 
take the lead in midweek witnessing. When 
his wife went away for a few weeks he 
had not begun studying. When she re
turned he was already a dedicated Chris
tian minister of God, and waiting to be 
baptized. It was almost too much for her, 
but it was not many studies before she was 
telling her relatives about the wonderful 
things she had been learning from the 
Bible. Yes, what marvelous blessings can 
come from incidental witnessing! 

So, if you are a Christian minister, take 
your ministry seriously. Try to reach all 
those who are not at home when you first 
call while going from house to house with 
the good news. Make return visits wher
ever persons show interest in God's pur
poses. And do not overlook the many 
opportunities for incidental witnessing. Re
member, he that sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.-2 Cor. 9:6. 

with his lips." A person can be enticed with his 
lips just as with his eyes or hands in that any 
of these organs can allow him to be tempted 
and drawn into evil ways. (Matt. 5:27-29) One 
enticed with his lips is led astray into trouble 
because his mouth is open in speaking what· 
ever he hears. He has no protection, for he 

• What is the meaning of Proverbs 20:19, and 
how does this apply to a Christian's keeping 
certain matters confidential ?-E. M., U.S.A. 

The verse in question reads: ''He that is going 
about as a slanderer is uncovering confidential 
talk; and with one that is enticed with his lips 
you must have no fellowship." The first part ls 
quite plain. A slanderer is a person who inten
tionally spreads harmful talk designed to put 
someone in a bad light. Often to accomplish 
this he deliberately makes public and distorts 
things that were supposed to be kept confiden
tial. 

• does not control his speech. King David ob
served: "I will guard my ways to keep from 
sinning with my tongue. I will set a muzzle as a 
guard to my own mouth." (Ps. 39:1) The person 
that "is enticed with his lips" is just the oppo
site; he seldom keeps anything confidential. 
Proverbs 20:19 counsels, "You must have no 
fellowship" with him, for he can cause you 
just as much trouble as a slanderer. 

The second portion of the text is somewhat 
parallel, but it deals with "one that is enticed 

There are actually two aspects of this topic 
of confidential matters. The latter half of Prov
erbs 20:19 focuses on one of them. The advice 
basically is to be careful as to the one to whom 
you entrust confidential matters. Sometimes a 
person has certain private information or plans 
that he does not want made public at present. 
Perhaps he tells these to an acquaintance, ex-
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223
be kept confidential and the one who publicized 
i t  On the other hand, how the bond of love 
between mates is strengthened when each sees 
that the other is worthy of full trust in regard 
to personal or family matters. (Eph. 5:25, 28) 
Children also can be taught to use discretion 
about repeating things they hear discussed 
within the family circle.

In one’s relationship as a close friend or 
business associate a person sometimes knows 
of things of a confidential nature. It would be 
impossible to set any rules on just what should 
be kept confidential in these relationships. But 
a person can keep in mind that one strong 
binding force between close friends is mutual 
trust. (Prov. 18:24) If in your mind there is 
any question as to whether something your 
friend told you can be mentioned to others, it 
is best not to, or at least not until you have his 
permission. The same general view holds tine 
in business matters, keeping in mind that one 
could severely hurt one’s employer economically 
by revealing confidential business plans. The 
Scriptures urge those in the relationship of 
employees to exhibit “good fidelity to the full.” 
—Titus 2:9, 10.

Other situations that should be considered 
involve the Christian congregation. In each 
congregation of Jehovah’s witnesses there are 
mature ministers appointed to care for various 
assignments. (1 Tim. 3:2,12) As they discharge 
their duties they often are told about confiden- 
tial things, and it is essential that they respect 
this confidence. For instance, James 5:13-16 
shows that a member of the congregation who 
has some spiritual problem, perhaps even hav- 
ing committed a sin, should go to the spiritual- 
ly older men for help. Isaiah 32:2 prophetically 
pictured these men as places of comfort and 
protection. What a fine thing it is to be able to 
explain one’s problem and get balanced spiritual 
help, and at the same time have full confidence 
that the matter will not become general knowl- 
edge in the congregation or community.

 Those mature ministers will not discuss even׳
with their wives and close friends what they 
thus learn in confidence. They know that if 
they did so it would undermine respect for their 
positions; it would make individuals hesitant 
to come to them; yes, in time it might even 
make it impossible for them to fulfill their role 
as spiritual shepherds. Another reason why 
they maintain this confidence is so as to avoid

A pril 1, 1971

pecting that one to keep the matters confiden- 
tial, and he may even request as much. Later 
he learns that the second person spread to 
others the private information that was of no 
real concern to them. The wise man will learn 
from such an experience with an acquaintance 
and determine accordingly how much he will 
say in the future.

However, without in any way excusing the 
habitual betrayer of confidences, it must be ad- 
mitted that all humans are imperfect. The dis- 
ciple James wrote: “The tongue, not one of 
mankind can get it tamed.” (Jas. 3:8) Even per- 
sons with the best of intentions occasionally 
make mistakes and unintentionally mention or 
hint about things that they know ought to be 
kept private. Thus, a degree of responsibility 
rests on the person himself who has a matter 
that he does not want made public. ׳The more 
persons to whom one tells a confidential matter, 
the greater is the possibility that it will become 
general knowledge. And when one tells such a 
matter to a person who has proved himself to 
be “one that is enticed with his lips” the possi- 
bility becomes a probability.

The other important aspect of this topic is 
that of personally being trustworthy. Proverbs 
25:9, 10 recommends this, saying: “Plead your 
own cause with your fellow man, and do not 
reveal the confidential talk of another; that the 
one listening may not put you to shame and the 
bad report by you can have no recall.” So there 
is a stigma affixed to the one who needlessly 
and without authorization reveals information 
that he was expected to keep confidential. And 
once a private matter has been publicized, there 
is no recalling it despite all the complications 
to which it may lead.

Let us consider some situations and relation- 
ships in life that bring to one’s attention pri- 
vate information.

A husband and wife, being “one flesh,” are 
aware of many family matters, plans or weak- 
nesses that are understood to be confidential. 
(Matt. 19:5) If either mate got into the habit 
of thoughtlessly telling other people such 
things, many problems could result. For exam- 
pie, perhaps a husband kiddingly comments to 
others about an unusual personality trait his 
wife has. When this gets back to the wife, she 
easily might be offended. Though this is just an 
illustration, it shows how a wedge can come 
between the mate who expected the matter to
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pectlng that one to keep the matters confiden
tial, and he may even request as much. Later 
he learns that the second person spread to 
others the private information that was of no 
real concern to them. The wise man will learn 
from such an experience with an acquaintance 
and determine accordingly how much he will 
say in the future. 

However, without in any way excusing the 
habitual betrayer of confidences, it must be ad• 
mitted that all humans are imperfect. The dis· 
clple James wrote: "The tongue, not one of 
mankind can get it tamed." (Jas. 3:8) Even per
sons with the best of Intentions occasionally 
make mistakes and unintentionally mention or 
hint about things that they know ought to be 
kept private. Thus, a degree of responsibility 
rests on the person himself who has a matter 
that he does not want made public. The more 
persons to whom one tells a confidential matter, 
the greater is the possibility that It will become 
general knowledge. And when one tells such a 
matter to a person who has proved himself to 
be "one that Is enticed with his lips" the poss!• 
bllity becomes a probability. 

The other important aspect of this topic is 
that of personally being trustworthy. Proverbs 
25:9, 10 recommends this, saying: "Plead your 
own cause with your fellow man, and do not 
reveal the confidential talk of another; that the 
one listening may not put you to shame and the 
bad report by you can have no recall." So there 
is a stigma affixed to the one who needlessly 
and without authorization reveals Information 
that he was expected to keep confidential. And 
once a private matter has been publicized, there 
is no recalling it despite all the complications 
to which it may lead. 

Let us consider some situations and relation• 
ships in life that bring to one's attention pri
vate information. 

A husband and wife, being "one flesh," are 
aware of many family matters, pla ns or weak
nesses that are understood to be confidential. 
(Matt. 19:5) If either mate got into the habit 
of thoughtlessly telling other people such 
things, many problems could result. For exam
ple, perhaps a husband kiddingly comments to 
others about an unusual personality trait his 
wife has. When this gets back to the wife, she 
easily might be offended. Though this is just an 
illustration, it shows how a wedge can come 
between the mate who expected the matter to 

be kept confidential and the one who publicized 
It. On the other hand, how the bond of love 
between mates is strengthened when each sees 
that the other is worthy of full trust in regard 
to personal or family matters. (Eph. 5:25, 28) 
Children also can be taught to use discretion 
about repeating things they hear discussed 
within the family circle. 

In one's relationship as a close friend or 
business associate a person sometimes knows 
of things of a confidential nature. It would be 
impossible to set any rules on just what should 
be kept confidential in these relationships. But 
a person can keep in mind that one strong 
binding force between close friends is mutual 
trust. (Prov. 18:24) If In your mind there is 
any question as to whether something your 
friend told you can be mentioned to others, It 
is best not to, or at least not until you have his 
permission. The same general view holds true 
In business matters, keeping in mind that one 
could severely hurt one's employer economically 
by revealing confidential business plans. The 
Scriptures urge those in the relationship of 
employees to exhibit "good fidelity to the full." 
-Titus 2:9, 10. 

Other situations that should be considered 
involve the Christian congregation. In each 
congregation of Jehovah's witnesses there are 
mature ministers appointed to care for various 
assignments. (1 Tim. 3:2, 12) As they discharge 
their duties they often are told about confiden
tial things, and it is essential that they respect 
this confidence. For instance, James 5:13·16 
shows that a member of the congregation who 
has some spiritual problem, perhaps even hav
ing committed a sin, should go to the spiritual• 
ly older men for help. Isaiah 32:2 prophetically 
pictured these men as places of comfort and 
protection. What a fine thing it is to be able to 
explain one's problem and get balanced spiritual 
help, and at the same time have full confidence 
that the matter will not become 2eneral knowl• 
edge in the congregation or community. 

Those mature ministers will not discuss even 
with their wives and close friends what they 
thus learn In confidence. They know that if 
they did so it would undermine respect for their 
positions; it would make individuals hesitant 
to come to them; yes, in time it might even 
make it Impossible for them to fulfill their role 
as spiritual shepherds. Another reason why 
they maintain this confidence is so as to avoid 
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 As a consequence, Samson suffered (־16:1517
personally and he also temporarily hurt the 
cause of true worship by depriving Israel of his 
leadership. (Judg. 16:20, 21) Surely no Christian 
relative or friend today wants to copy Delilah's 
example.

,There may be an occasion when the presiding 
minister announces to the congregation that its 
representatives have had to expel an unrepen־ 
tant sinner or had to offer strong discipline to 
someone because of his unchristian conduct. 
The members of the congregation are informed 
so that they can avoid that one altogether or 
be careful in his presence, as the case may re- 
quire. (1 Cor. 5 : 1 1 2  Thess. 3:14, 15) But ־13; 
they should not try to ferret out all the details. 
Those are confidential and ought to be kept as 
such.

How thankful we can be that Jehovah pro- 
vided in his Word perfect counsel on this vital 
topic. He had recorded, for example, the prov- 
erb: “The one walking about as a slanderer 
is uncovering confidential talk, but the one 
faithful in spirit is covering over a matter.״ 
(Prov. 11:13) He obviously knew that it was a 
common failing of imperfect human nature to 
talk about confidential matters that should be 
kept private. But by calling attention to this 
danger He helps all who want to please Him 
to guide their steps in a way that will encour- 
age peace, friendship and unity.

224
burdening others. For instance, if a man tells 
his wife some confidential matter related to his 
ministerial duties, she is put under pressure to 
maintain that confidence. Is that fair to her as 
the “weaker vessel1) ?״ Pet. 3:7) Even if in a 
moment of weakness she out of curiosity asked 
her husband what took place or why he was 
speaking with a certain person, the loving and 
correct course is for him to say kindly that it is 
a confidential matter regarding the congrega־ 
tion. In that way she does not have to carry 
unnecessary mental burdens. And if someone 
asks her about the matter, she can honestly say 
that she does not know the details.

All in the congregation should cooperate with 
the appointed servants by not trying to obtain 
the details on such confidential matters. Hu- 
mans are somewhat curious by nature, and we 
usually like to learn new things. This is not 
bad. The number of new points about the Bible 
and the Christian ministry that we can learn 
and share with others is limitless. (Phil. 4:8) 
Yet we need to keep our curiosity in check when 
it comes to things that are confidential. Remem־ 
ber Samson and Delilah. When he would not 
tell her a secret that related to his theocratic 
assignment, she said in effect, *You don't love 
me.' And “because she pressured him with her 
words all the time and kept urging him, his 
soul got to be impatient to the point of dying. 
Finally he disclosed to her all his heart." (Judg.
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burdening others. For instance, If a man tells 
his wife some confidential matter related to his 
ministerial duties, she Is put under pressure to 
maintain that confidence. Is that fair to her as 
the "weaker vessel"? (1 Pet. 3:7) Even If In a 
moment of weakness she out of curiosity asked 
her husband what took place or why he was 
speaking with a certain person, the loving and 
correct course ls for him to say kindly that It Is 
a confidential matter regarding the congrega
tion. In that way she does not have to carry 
unnecessary mental burdens. And If someone 
asks her about the matter, she can honestly say 
that she does not know the details. 

All in the congregation should cooperate with 
the appointed servants by not trying to obtain 
the details on such confidential matters. Hu
mans are somewhat curious by nature, and we 
usually like to learn new things. This Is not 
bad. The number o:t new points about the Bible 
and the Christian ministry that we can learn 
and share with others ls limitless. (Phil. 4:8) 
Yet we need to keep our curiosity in check when 
it comes to things that are confidential. Remem
ber Samson and Delilah. When he would not 
tell her a secret that related to his theocratic 
assignment, she said in effect, 'You don't love 
me.' And "because she pressured him with her 
words all the time and kept urging him, his 
soul got to be Impatient to the point of dying. 
Finally he disclosed to her all his heart.'' (Judg. 

16:15-17) As a consequence, Samson suffered 
personally and he also temporarily hurt the 
cause of true worship by depriving Israel of his 
leadership. (Judg. 16:20, 21) Surely no Christian 
relative or friend today wants to copy Delilah's 
example. 

There may be an occasion when the presiding 
minister announces to the congregation that its 
representatives have had to expel an unrepen
tant sinner or had to offer strong discipline to 
someone because of his unchristian conduct. 
The members of the congregation are informed 
so that they can avoid that one altogether or 
be careful In his presence, as the case may re
quire. (1 Cor. 5:11-13; 2 Thess. 3:14, 15) But 
they should not try to ferret out all the details. 
Those are confidential and ought to be kept as 
such. 

How thankful we can be that Jehovah pro
vided In his Word perfect counsel on this vital 
topic. He had recorded, for example, the prov
erb: "The one walking about as a slanderer 
Is uncovering confidential talk, but the one 
faithful in spirit is covering over a matter.'' 
(Prov. 11:13) He obviously knew that It was a 
common falling of Imperfect human nature to 
talk about confidential matters that should be 
kept private. But by calling attention to this 
danjer He helps all who want to please Him 
to guide their steps in a way that will encour
age peace, :friendship and unity. 
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