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1971 in Hardin. Tell nme how you learn to do your
j ob as an el der?

A From what we see in the publications.

Q Let's tal k about that for a second. Which
publications are we tal ki ng about?

A Actual |y anything pertinent, | guess.

Q Ki ngdom m ni stry school coursebook?

A That coul d be, Uh-huh, yes.

Q Ckay. And would that be a book that would
be at a, like an elder training convention?

A Yeah.

Q kay. And who woul d put on those
conventions, those elder training conventions?

A The -- we say the branch though we didn't
-- the -- yeah, Watch Tower put them on through the
branch arrangenent.

Q In your mind during this period of tine
was there a difference between the branch and the
Wat ch Tower ?

A Wll innmy own mnd | just -- we just
refer to it in general. W always just -- if they
say the Society or whatever.

Q They' d say the Society?

A Well, we would anongst ourselves. No,

they've -- they've approved this reconmmendati on or
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'80s, elders would be trained on howto do their job
and what the expectations were fromthe Watch Tower
Soci ety by going through the Kingdom M nistry course
publication at a -- at a convention or a training;
Is that right?
A We had t hose school s.
Q Ckay.
A And |'"mjust saying it fromny own
standpoint in our |ast neeting.
VI DEOGRAPHER: Let's -- let's | ook at
Docunent Number 4. This gentleman will help you.
Thank you, sir.
MR, SHAFFER: Al right. Exhibit 4 is the
Ki ngdom school M NI STRY cour se.
(Exhibit 4 marked for identification.)
MR, MCCABE: |It's actually called the
"Ki ngdom M ni stry School Course."
BY MR SHAFFER
Q Ki ngdom M ni stry School. "Conpiled and
publ i shed by the Watch Tower Bi ble and Tract Society
of Pennsyl vania, 1972."
Have you seen -- no this is just a copy of
It. Have you seen this publication in book form
bef ore?

A | -- 1 don't recall. They -- there used
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to be a book | believe that was, you know, bound and

that they used in these courses.

Q Ckay.

A And it was -- it was abridge at this tine
went on and even the materials were done. They
woul d -- not everybody went to the sane school,

taught the sane thing. They --
Q Let's flip to the next page. Thank you,

Al right. The first few words here "The

Ki ngdom M ni stry School course has been arranged by
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society to help
overseers becone equi pped to shepherd the fl ock of
God. The school was dedicated to Jehovah God and
t he advancenent of Kingdominterest." \Wat does
t hat nean to you?

A Better do a job. [Is that what you nean?

Q Ckay. And when it says "Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society” in that first paragraph, what

does that nmean to you? Does that nean a particul ar
corporation or is just a society like we've tal ked
about ?
A Just a society in general and nost all of
it.
Q Is it fair to say that el ders are expected
Words Court Reporting Services, Inc.
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to kind of know what's in this docunent, the Kingdom

M ni stry School course?

A Well, as many as -- as they will attend
it. But like | say, they're usually in a
different -- a different tinmes and they nmay have
added material or subtracted material depending on
the circunstance. |1'd say generally that's --
that's true.

Q It's true in general that elders are
expected to know the material in this docunent; is
that fair?

A Yeah, they are instructed about it.

Q Who are the instructors at a Ki ngdom
M ni stry school course?

A Generally it's local circuit overseer,
general ly at that tine.

Q kay. And who deci des what materials
conmes to the course?

A The branch -- it's -- it's -- it's
printed, you know, they make that decision. And
then howit's taught we m ght have a | ot of
di scretion as to what we would do if we were
teaching sonething like that. How you present it.

Q Ckay. | think what you're saying is the

branch woul d provide the circuit overseer the
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material, and then the circuit overseer woul d have
di scretion how to teach that material at the -- at
t he school ?

A Yeah, yes.

Q Is that howit was in the 1970s, 1980s?
A As best | can renenber, yes.
Q Do you renenber any ot her docunents beside

the Kingdom M nistry School course that you woul d
have as a circuit overseer at a -- at an overseer
training?

A Sonetines there mght be letters that have
come directly and if it's making a correction or
sonet hing, and they mght get that, that's about all
| can think of.

Q And are you speaki ng about this kind of
your personal experience as a circuit overseer at
this courses?

A Uh- huh, vyes.

Q Ckay. | want to see if we're done with
Docunent 2. Gve ne a second. |I'mgoing to | ook at
Docunent 2 and see if we're done with it.

Are you famliar with the books that are

entitled "To Pay Attention to Yourselves and Al The

Fl ock" ?
A Yes.
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Schedul e@Wor dsReporti ng. com www. Wor dsCour t Reporti ng. com

Page 70




10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

10:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

11:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

59:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

00:

01:

00

03

08

22

27

28

43

43

43

43

47

52

55

01

05

09

11

12

14

16

18

51

54

58

02

© 00 N o o B~ wWw NP

N DD N N MDD P P P P P PR
gag A W N B O O 00 N O O b~ w N +—» O

Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 288-5 Filed 11/06/23 Page 8 of 16

for howto performtheir duties in a congregation?
A | think that this dealt with -- wth that
subj ect and -- and what the scripture say about
it.
MR. SHAFFER  (Okay. The next docunent is
Docunent 12. We'll mark that as well.
(Exhi bit Docunent 12 marked for
I dentification.)
BY MR SHAFFER
Q This is the October -- this is the Cctober
1st, 1983, version of the Watch Tower. W go to the
second page. This one says it's published by the
Wat ch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsyl vani a,
25 Col unbi a Heights, Brooklyn. |Is that an address
that's famliar with you, M. Lovett, 25 Col unbia
Hei ght s, Brookl yn, New York?
A Yes.
Q s that where a circuit over either you
sent reports and things like that?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Let's go back to your tine as an
elder. Let's go back to the first. You were an
el der before you were a circuit overseer. |If you
read sonething either in the Kingdom M ni stry School

Cour sebook or the pay attention to the your -- to
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the flock book, and you had a question about it.
What it nmeant, how to apply it, howto instruct it,
what woul d you do? Wo would you call?

A Well, they would generally have you put it
in witing. But --

Q You say they?

A | would call the -- what we call the
branch now. But who was handling the work in the
United States.

Q Ckay. So either wite to the branch or

call sonebody at the branch with a question?

A Uh- huh.

Q That was a yes?

A Yes.

Q And did you understand -- let's again go

back to your first period of tinme as an elder. D d
you understand that you could be renoved from your
position?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever see that happen? D d you
ever see an el der renoved?

A Yes.

Q And what was the reason that you saw
el ders renoved fromtheir positions?

A Just a whole variety of -- of reasons.
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Q Ckay. Reporting. As a circuit overseer,
You' d send reports to the branch office, right?

A Yes.

Q You' ve got -- you've got your reports from
your visit wth the congregation. That's one kind

of report; is that right?

A Yes.

Q So you visit with the congregation. You'd
fill out the form | can't renenber, it's an "S"
sonething. But You fill that out and send it to the
branch?

A Yes.

Q And then you've got an S301. Does that
ring a bell?

A That's a congregation -- report on the
congregation. \What's needed or what's -- what's
bei ng done wel | .

Q Yeah. | think that's an S303. The S301
was a nonthly report. D d you submt nonthly
reports to the branch office just on your work in
general as a circuit overseer?

A | don't recall ever doing that.

Q kay. D d you ever nake reconmendati ons
to the branch office for other people to service

circuit overseers?
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told you that these two nenbers of the Hardin
congregation admtted to sexually abusing girls?
How di d you | earn about?
A Just -- sonebody just tal king about it
anong ot her things.
Q Ckay. And it -- but they never -- |
never -- we never had a report of anything about any
of this when we were there and even for years
afterwar ds?
Go to Tab 14 in your book. This is marked
as Exhibit 14.
Q It's got a date of March 14 through 19,
1978. Do you see that?
A Uh- huh, Uh- huh.
Q It's titled "Report on Grcuit Overseers
visit with Congregation.”
A Uh- huh.
Q Is this sort of a report you submt as a
circuit overseer after visiting a congregation?
A Uh- huh.
Q s that a yes?
MR. MCKAY: Say the word yes or no. You
nod your head --
THE WTNESS: | keep nodding ny head, |'m
sorry.
Words Court Reporting Services, Inc.
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Yes, that's the -- that's the report.

BY MR SHAFFER

Q Let's try to be careful to not to speak
over each other. As the day gets later, it gets
easi er to do.

A Uh- huh.

Q Al right. So the first page here March
14 to the 19th, 1978. Wuld that be the date of
your visit in that congregation?

A Yes.

Q It says "Hardin congregation.” [It's got
t he presiding overseer as Martin Svenson. You see
t hat ?

A Yes.

Q You're the circuit overseer; is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q Al right. Section nunber one there. Wat

Is that tal king about, where it says public neeting?

s that -- tell nme what that is.
A At t endance. Average attendance.
Q Aver age attendance?
A Uh- huh.
Q So this is information you're getting from

the congregation and you're sending this back to the
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branch office, correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And this information you're getting
about average attendance, that's being kept by the
congregation itself, is that right?

A Yes. They have attendance cards and they

just wite it down every week.

Q And that's information the branch office
wants to know about the congregation. |Is that fair
to say?

A Yeabh.

Q Nurmber three there. Since last visit.

How many were just fellowship, that's not filled

out. | assune that's just zero?
A Yes.
Q How many were di sassoci ated -- how nmany

di sassoci ated thenselves, that's zero. How nany
were reproved. In sone way they're put on
restriction by the judicial commttee, that's zero.
It's not filled out there. Does that nean that's
zero?

A Evi dently, yes.

Q Ckay. Let's go to the second page.
Section seven. "The friends here are doing well and

are enjoying exceptionally good relations with one
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another with no trace of past problens, noted."
What is that referring to?

A Just sone personality issues from soneone
who had noved in to the congregation.

Q | want to know exactly what those
personality issues were. And, yeah, who are you
t al ki ng about ?

A Well, two of the wonen really. They got
after each other. They had disagreenents. | don't

know if it was jealousy or what, that was

basi cal | y.
Q Who were the wonmen?
A | -- I"'mtrying to renenber. | can't --

can't remenber the nanes.

Q Janmes Roland's w fe?

A No, no. No, it was -- it wasn't -- it
wasn't her. It wasn't anyone that's on any of this.

Q (kay. Keep going. "The KingdomHall is
crowded and the neetings well attended in both
Hardi n and Landier."

s that what was reported to you by the

Har di n congregation el ders?

A ["'m-- |'"massum ng anything comng from
Landi er soneone woul d have to basically tell ne.

They eventually build to nme. A new
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bui | di ng, a bi gger one.

Q In the section nine. "Mnisterial Servant
Qunner, Brother Gunner Hain was restricted." How
did you learn that?

A They tol d ne.

Q kay. And "The Society was not notified
that he was restricted. The elders are intending to
wite imedi ately, and several nonths have past."

Wiy was M. Hain restricted?
A | don't know. That was at a period of

time when they told us leave it to |ocal elders,

don't inquire, don't report on it, but take -- just
make note of it, | guess. | didn't |earn about
that, | don't think, until the end of the week or

sonet hi ng, but --
Q And | see you didn't add that to section
nunber three, right, in terns of how many others

were reproved and sone way put under restriction?

A No.
Q Ckay.
A It hadn't been -- it hadn't been handl ed

and you had to wait until those things were all
est abl i shed.
Q And then this is the formthat you filled

out. See your signature at the bottom of page two,
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right?
A Yes.

Q And then you sent this on to the branch

A Yes.

Q Why did you underline "wite i medi ately,"
the elders are intending to, quote, wite
I mredi atel y?

A Because it's so easy for everybody to put
things off. And they evidently -- they had and so |
would tell themto wite imediately, if anything
came up like that, don't delay and do it now.

Q Ckay. Is if fair to say that this gave
branch office notice that Gunner Hain had been
restricted, this docunent here?

A Yes.

MR, SWEENEY: (bjection; |acks
f oundat i on.
BY MR SHAFFER

Q Okay. And your testinony is that you did
nothing to inquire into the reason that M. Hain was
restricted?

A Uh- huh.

MR. MCCABE: 1Is that a yes or no?
THE WTNESS: No. W weren't supposed to.
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