
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA

BILLINGS DIVISION

TRACY C AEKAERT and CAMILLIA

MAPLEY,

Plaintiffs,

vs.

WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND

TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK,

INC., and WATCH TOWER BIBLE
AND TRACT SOCIERY OF

PENNSYLVANIA,

Defendants.

CV 20-52-BLG-SPW

ORDER

Defendant Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

("WTNY") moves to amend its Answer to assert the settled party defense against

Bruce Mapley, Sr. ("Mapley Sr."). (Doc. 177). Plaintiffs Tracy Caekaert and

Camillia Mapley oppose the motion, arguing that the settled party defense does not

apply. (Doc. 179). WTNY filed a reply (Doc. 185), and the motion is ripe. For

the following reasons, the Court grants in part and denies in part WTNY's motion.

1. Background

The Court is well-acquainted with the facts of this case. (See Doc. 135). It

reiterates only those necessary to the instant motion.

Plaintiffs are family members of Mapley Sr. who Mapley Sr. allegedly

sexually abused about twice a week for several years. (Doc. 22 at 7). During the
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